
POEM-4 

HOW TO TELL WILD  ANIMALS 

NOTES 

 

About the Poetess – Carolyn Wells 

Carolyn Wells – A Short Biography 

Carolyn Wells was an American poet. She was born in Rahway, New Jersey, in 

the United States of America on 18 June 1862, to Anna Wells and William 

Wells. She was married to Hadwin Houghton. After finishing her school, she 

worked as a librarian for the Rahway Library Association. Her first book was 

published in 1896. 

INTRODUCTION 

This humorous poem suggests some dangerous ways to identify wild animals. 

The poet gives a beautiful description of the Asian Lion and the Bengal Tiger. 

Then he points out about the Leopard and the Bear. He describes the Hyena for 

its smiling face and the crocodile for its tears. Then the poet describes how the 

Chameleon changes its colour. 

Central Idea of the Poem 

The poet, Carolyn Wells, treats even ferocious animals and beasts with a coat of 

gentle but weird humour. If you see a huge terrible beast coming to you in the 

eastern forests and if you are dying when he roars, then know it is an Asian 

Lion. The humour is created by various beasts of prey differently. The Bengal 

tiger is noble but ‘eats you’ the moment he notices you. The leopard with 

peppered spots will only ‘lep and lep again’. The seemingly friendly hug leads 

to fatal results. The crocodile’s weeping and hyena’s merry but weird smile 

deceive their victims. 

 

Style 

The style of the poem is humorous. This humorous poem suggests some 

‘dangerous ways’ to identify wild animals. The use of words and emotions are 

not only humorous but ironical as well. It is ironical that the ‘noble’ Bengal 

Tiger eats you the moment he sees you. It does no good to roar with pain when 

you are in front of the spotted leopard. The friendly hug of the bear is deadly. 

The weird but merry smile of hyenas and weeping of crocodiles trap their 

victims to death. The rhyme scheme of the stanzas is: ab, ab, cc 

The poet takes liberties with the language to create the desired poetic effect. 

For example, the words Lepe and `lep’ in the third stanza are deliberately not 

spelt correctly to create the rhyming effect. 

 



DETAILED SUMMARY 

‘How to Tell Wild Animals’ is a beautiful poem by Carolyn Wells about the 

strange habits and behaviours of some wild animals. The poet says that the 

Asian lion is a large tawny beast with a fearful roar. A tiger has black stripes on 

his yellow skin and is always ready to eat his victim. A leopard has black spots 

on his skin. He leaps on his prey and eats it up. A bear can come to human 

colonies. He hugs up against a person and can put to death. A crocodile always 

sheds tears while eating its victim. A hyena always looks smiling. A chameleon 

always changes its colour according to its surroundings. This is the strange 

world of some of the wild animals- 

Main Points of the Poem 

1. The Asiatic lion is a grand and majestic wild beast. 

2. It is found in the jungles of the eastern countries of Asia. 

3. It is a huge yellowish coloured beast. 

4. It roars terribly loud and its loud roar can terrify you to death. 

5. If you meet such a ferocious and powerful animal, you must be sure that 

he is the Asian Lion. 

6. The Bengal Tiger is a noble wild beast. 

7. The tiger has black stripes all over his yellowish hide. 

8. The moment you see him, he will not spare but eat you at once. 

9. When you are strolling forth a forest, you can find a beast. 

10.  He is the leopard. 

11.  His hide is peppered with spots. 

12.  There is no escape from him even if you cry in pain. 

13.  He will continue pouncing on you and eat you to death. 

14.  If you are walking in your yard, you can be face to face with a bear. 

15.  The bear hugs you very hard. 

16.  His hug is not friendly. 

17.  He may press you so hard that his hug may bring your death. 

18.  An inexperienced person can’t distinguish beasts of prey. 

19.  the lie will not be able to distinguish a hyena from a crocodile. 

20.  Hyenas and crocodiles have very deceptive appearances. 

21.  Hyenas smile merrily before attacking and killing their victims. 

22.  Crocodiles pretend to be weeping before pouncing upon their prey and  

killing them. 

23.  A true Chameleon is a small animal like a lizard. 

24.  He has no ears at all. 

25.  Neither has he a single wing. 

26.  If you see such a creature on a tree, then you are seeing a chameleon. 

 

 



PARA-WISE EXPLANATION OF THE POEM( READING ONLY) 

 

If ever you should go by chance 

To jungles in the east; 

And if there should you advance 

A large and tawny beast, 

If he roars at you as you’re dying’ 

You’ll know it is the Asian Lion.... 

In this stanza, the poet says that this is an extreme situation to identify a 

lion. The poet says that if the roar of the animal is so fearsome that you feel 

like you are dying then you can be sure that you are near a lion. 

 

Or if sometime when roaming around, 

A noble wild beast greets you, 

With black stripes on a yellow ground, 

Just notice if he eats you. 

This simple rule may help you learn 

The Bengal Tiger to discern. 

In this stanza, the poet says that what to do if you see a wild animal with 

black stripes on a yellow body. If he starts eating you then you can be sure 

that it is a tiger. But it is better not to wait to be a tiger’s lunch to identify 

it. 

 

If strolling forth, a beast you view, 

 

Whose hide with spots is peppered, 

As soon as he has lept on you, 

You’ll know it is the Leopard. 

’Twill do no good to roar with pain, 

He’ll only lep and lep again. 

In this stanza, the poet asks what would you think if you happen to see an 

animal with spots which gives it a salt and pepper appearance, wait until he 

leaps on you. Because no matter how hard you cry, it will continue 

pouncing on you. So, be careful and don’t allow it to leap on you.  

 

If when you’re walking around your yard 

You meet a creature there, 

Who hugs you very, very hard, 

Be sure it is a Bear. 

If you have any doubts, I guess 

He’ll give you just one more caress. 

In this stanza, the poet says that years are thought to be good wrestlers and 

can give a really tight hug. Although a friendly hug is referred to as a bear 



hug. But if a real bear will hug you, then it may not feel friendly at all.  

 

Though to distinguish beasts of prey 

A novice might nonplus, 

The Crocodile you always may 

Tell from the Hyena thus: 

Hyenas come with merry smiles; 

But if they weep they’re Crocodiles. 

In this stanza, the poet describes that some animals are famous for their 

weird behaviour. For example, a laughing hyena’s voice resembles a 

human’s laughing sound. A crocodile is said to shed tears while eat ing its 

prey. So don’t wait for a hyena to laugh or for a crocodile to weep.  

 

The true Chameleon is small, 

A lizard sort of thing; 

He hasn’t any ears at all, 

And not a single wing. 

If there is nothing on the tree, 

’Tis the chameleon you see. 

A chameleon or garden lizard is an expert at camouflage. If you are unable 

to see a thing on a tree then chances are a chameleon is sitting there. As it 

changes colour as per it's surrounding it is difficult to see. This capacity of  

camouflage helps the lizard in saving it from hunters. 

 


