
CHAPTER-1 

DEMOCRACY IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

NOTES 

CHARACTERISTIC OF VARIOUS GOVERNMENTS UNDER VARIOUS 

LEADERS: 

Chile under Allende: 

• Rulers elected by the people 

• More than one party exist 

• People enjoyed basic political freedom 

 Chile under Pinochet: 

• Criticism of the government not allowed 

• Military dictatorship, missing people 

• Ruler not elected by the people 

Chile under Bachelet: 
• The president was once a political prisoner 

• Ruler elected by the people 

Poland under Jaruzeiski: 

• Criticism of the government not allowed 

• Widespread corruption 

• Government owned all industries 

Poland under Walesa: 
• More than one parties exist 

• Ruler elected by the people 

 

COMMON FEATURES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE 

GOVERNMENT OF ALLENDE IN CHILE, WALESA IN POLAND AND 

MICHELLE IN CHILE 



Common features: These three governments shared some common features. power 

was enjoyed by the people and not by the army. 

The people enjoyed some basic political freedoms. 

Differences: Differed in their approach towards social and economic matters. 

(i) Allende preferred government control on all big industries and the economy. 

(ii) Walesa wanted the market to be free of government interference. 

(iii) Michelle stands somewhere in the middle on this issue, with both the 

government and individuals owning the industries. 

 

UNITED NATIONS: 

The UN is a global association of nations of the world to help cooperation in international 

law, security, economic development and social equity. The UN Secretary General is its chief 

administrative officer.  

General Assembly: 193 countries form the membership of General Assembly, also know as 

world parliament, every member country sends five representatives but is allowed only one 

vote. Its headquarters are located in New York. 

Security Council: Most important organ of UN. Has 15 members-Five permanent (Britain, 

Russia, China, America and France) and 10 non-permanent members elected for years each. 

Permanent members enjoy Veto power. Security Council can impose trade sanctions on the 

warring countries and can take military action against them. 

Economic and Social Council: Economic and Social Council consists of 54 members and 

they are elected by the General Assembly for a period of three years. this council is mainly 

responsible for solving economic and social problems of the world. 

Trusteeship Council: Trusteeship Council is responsible for supervising the administration 

of trust territories. The Trusteeship Council consists of an equal number of administrating and 

non-administrating powers. 

International Court of Justice: It consists of fifteen judges who are elected by the General 

Assembly on the recommendations of the Security Council for Nine years. International Court 

of Justice decides the cases between the states. 

Secretariat: Secretariat comprises a Secretary General and such staff as the organization may 

require. 

Secretary General is the chief Administrative Officer of the Secretariat.  
 

INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 

IMF is not working democratically. 

(i) International Monetary Fund is one of the biggest moneylenders for any country 

in the world. 

(ii) Its 173 member states do not have equal voting rights. 

(iii) The vote of each country is weighed by how much money it has contributed to 

the IMF. 

(iv) Nearly half of the voting power in the IMF is in the hands of only seven 

countries (US, Japan, France, UK, Saudi Arabia, China and Russia).  

(v) The remaining 166 countries have very little say in how this international 

organization takes decisions. 

 



FREEDOM WHICH ARE USUALLY TAKEN AWAY WHEN A 

DEMOCRACY IS OVERTHROWN BY THE MILITARY- 

(i) Freedom to move freely 

(ii) Freedom of speech and expression 

(iii) Freedom to assemble peacefully   

(iv) Freedom of religion 

(v)Freedom to from unions and associations 

(vi) Freedom of equality before law. 

 

GLOSSARY AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

1. Democracy: A form of government which is chosen by the people to work for their 

welfare and can be voted out by them. 

2. Dictatorship: It is form of government in which a person or group of persons possess 

absolute power without effective constitutional limitations. 

3. Solidarity: A trade union movement founded by Lech Walesa which helped to end 

communist rule in Poland. 

4. Decolonisation: The process of transfer of power from the colonial powers to 

independent nations governments in Asia and Africa. 

5. United Nations Organisation: An organisation founded in 1945 that includes most 

countries in the world and serves as a international forum to settle international disputes. 

6. Veto: The special right to override the decision of the Security Council enjoyed by 

the five permanent members of the Security Council of United Nations. 

7. Constitutional Monarchy: A government headed by a king or queen whose powers 

are limited by a constitution. 

8. Revolution: The term means a recognised momentous change in the situation. A 

revolution can result in the sudden overthrow of an established government or system by 

force and bloodshot e.g., the French Revolution. 

9. Glorious Revolution: In 1688 William III of Orange, the son-in-law of James II and 

ruler of Holland, became King of England without any bloodshed. The unpopularity of 

James II prompted a group of politicians to invite William III to England. Ultimately 

due to evens following this revolution, England more or less became a constitutional 

monarchy. 

10. World Trade Organisation: It was set up in 1995 by members of the United 

Nations to promote trade between countries. 

11. Trade Union: An association of workers for the purpose of maintaining or 

improving their working conditions. 

12. Strike: Mass refusal by workers or employees to perform work due to certain 

grievances or because demands are not being met. 

13. Referendum: A direct vote in which an entire electorate is asked to accept or reject 

a particular proposal. This is also called as Plebiscite. 

14. Political Prisoners: Persons imprisoned or detained or kept under house arrest, 



because the government considers their ideas and activities a threat to its authority. 

15. Coup: The sudden overthrow of a government which may or may not be violent in 

nature. 

16. Coalition: An alliance of people, associations parties or nations which may be 

temporary or a matter of convenience. 

17. Censorship: A condition under which the freedom of expression is taken away. 

Anything that the government finds objectionable cannot be published. 
 


