
THE FRENCH REVOLUTION- QUESTION ANSWERS 

 
Ques.1. Describe the circumstances leading to the outbreak of revolutionary protest 

in France. 

Ans. There were some causes which led to the outbreak of revolutionary protest. They are 

as follows- 

(i) Privileges based on birth: There were rich people in the society who received 

privileges by birth leading to resentment among common people. 

(ii) The war with Britain for an independent America:  Due to this war, there was a 

high debt on the French monarchy. For the repayment of those debts, many new taxes 

were imposed on the common people. 

(iii) Concentration of power among the privileged:  There was no equal division of 

power in the society. The 3rd estate was depended on the 1st and the 2nd estate for 

money. 

(iv) Subsistence Crisis: There was a demand supply gap of bread due to the increasing 

population and less production of grain. 

(v) Growing middle Class: A new class emerged due to the increase in overseas trade. 

This class was wealthy because of its ability to utilise opportunities and not because of 

birth right. As the people of the middle class were educated and believed in the idea of 

equal distribution of wealth they began raising their voice to end the privileges on the 

basis of right of birth. 

 

Ques.2. Which groups of French society benefited from the revolution? Which 

groups were forced to relinquish power? Which sections of society would have been 

disappointed with the outcome of the revolution? 

Ans. (i) The wealthy class of the third estate which came to be known as the new middle 

class of France benefited the most from the revolution. This group comprised of big 

businessmen, petty officers, lawyers, teachers, doctors and traders. Previously, these 

people had to pay state taxes and they did not enjoy equal status. But after the revolution 

they began to be treated equally with the upper sections of the society.  

(ii) With the abolition of feudal system of obligation and taxes, the clergy and the nobility 

came on the same level with the middle class. They were forced to give up their 

privileges. Their executive powers were also taken away from them. 

(iii) The poorer sections of the society, i.e. small peasants, landless labourers, servants, 

daily wage earners would have been disappointed with the outcome of the revolution. 

Women also would have been highly discontented. 

 

Ques.3. Describe the legacy of the French Revolution for the peoples of the world 

during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

Ans. The French Revolution proved to be the most important event in the history of the 

world. 

(i) The ideas of liberty and democratic rights were the most important legacy of the 

French Revolution. These ideas became an umpiring force for the political movements in 

the world in the 19th and 20th centuries. 

(ii) The ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity spread from France to the rest of Europe, 

where feudal system was finally abolished. 

(iii) Colonised people reworked on the idea of freedom from bondage into their 



movements to create a sovereign nation state. 

(iv) The idea of Nationalism that emerged after the French Revolution started becoming 

mass movements all over the world. Now people began to question the absolute power.  

(v) The impact of the French Revolution would be seen in India too. Tipu Sultan and Raja 

Rammohan Roy got deeply influenced by the ideas of the revolution. In the end, we can 

say that after the French Revolution people all over the world became aware of their 

rights. 

 

Ques.4. Draw up a list of democratic rights we enjoy today whose origins could be 

traced to the French Revolution. 

Ans. The following fundamental rights given in the Indian constitution can be traced to 

the French Revolution- 

• The right to equality 

• The right to freedom of speech and expression 

• Right against exploitation was not the right provided by the French. 

• Right to assemble and form unions. 

Ques.5. Would you agree with the view that the message of universal rights was beset 

with contradictions? Explain 

Ans. The contradiction that follows in the message of universal rights as per the French 

Constitution of 1791 was women being completely ignored. Women were struggling for equal 

political rights. All the rights at that time were given to men. 

Apart from that the presence of huge number of people as passive citizens, without voting 

rights, was like not putting into practice what you preach. It could also be said that the 

declaration of universal rights was a good beginning but it left much to be desired. In this 

universal rights poor were suppressed. Constitution is only available for the rich. Women 

were completely neglected in decision making. 

 

Ques.6. How would you explain the rise of Napoleon?  

Ans. (i) The political instability of the Directory paved the way for the rise of Napoleon 

Bonaparte Napoleon had achieved glorious victories in wars. This made France realise 

that only a military dictator like Napoleon would restore a stable government.  

(ii) In 1804, he crowned himself the emperor of France. He set out to conquer 

neighbouring European countries, dispossessing dynasties and creating kingdoms where 

he placed members of his family. Napoleon viewed himself as a moderniser of Europe. He 

introduced many laws such as the protection of private property and a uniform system of 

weight and measures provided by the decimal system. 

But his rise to power did not last for a long time. He was finally defeated at Waterloo in 

1815. 

 

EXTRA QUESTIONS 

Q.1. What was the subsistence crisis? Why did it occur in France during the Old 

Regime? 

Ans. The population of France was on the rise. It rose from 23 million in 1715 to 28 

million in 1789.This led to increase in the demand for food grains. The production of 



food grains could not keep pace with the demand and the price of bread which was the 

staple diet of the majority rose rapidly. The wages also did not keep pace with the rise in 

prices. The gap between the rich and the poor widened. This led to the subsistence crisis.  

 

Q.2. Describe how the new political system of constitutional monarchy worked in 

France. 

Ans. 

 
 

The constitution of 1791 vested the power to make laws in the National Assembly, which 

was indirectly elected. That is, citizens voted for a group of electors, who in turn chose 

the Assembly. 

Not all citizens, however, had the right to vote. Only men above 25 years of age who paid 

taxes equal to at least 3 days of a labourer’s wage were given the status of active citizens, 

that is, they were entitled to vote. 

The remaining men and all women were classed as passive citizens. To qualify as an 

elector and then as a member of the Assembly, a man had to belong to the highest bracket 

of taxpayers. 

 

Q.3. What was the importance of the Declaration of the Rights of Man?  

Ans. The document ‘Declaration of the Rights of Man hit the prevailing European system 

which was based on privileges. It declared faith in equality, liberty and fraternity. It was a 

remarkable declaration and is regarded as ‘‘gospel of modern time’’.  

 

Q.4. Discuss the role of women in the French Revolution. 

Ans. Women were active participants in the events related with the French Revolution of 

1789. Most women of the Third Estate had to work for a living as seamstresses, flower -

sellers, vegetable and fruit sellers. They led a hard life, and were paid lower wages. So to 

discuss and voice their interests they began their own newspapers and political clubs. 

They put forward their political and economic demands. 

 

Q.5. Who formed the National Assembly? On what date is ‘Bastille Day’ celebrated 

and why? 

Ans. The representatives of the Third Estate assembled at Versailles on 20 June and 

declared themselves a National Assembly and swore not to disperse till they had drafted a 

constitution for France. The Bastille Day is celebrated on 14th July every year because on 



this day the unruly Paris mob stormed and attacked the prison of Bastille which was 

considered a symbol of terror and despotism. 

 

Q.6. What are the three important ideas of the French Revolution? How were they 

guaranteed under the constitution of 1791? 

Ans. Main idea of the French revolutionaries was to limit the powers of the monarch. 

These powers were not to remain concentrated in the hands of one person but now 

separated and assigned to different institutions- legislature, executive and judiciary. 

France was to become a constitutional monarchy. The feudal  system of obligation and 

laws were to be abolished. 

The constitution of 1791 vested power in the legends of the National Assembly. Citizens 

voted for a group of electors, who in turn choose the assembly. All citizens did not give 

the right to vote, only men above 25 years of age who paid taxes (equal to at least 3 days 

of a labourer's wage) were entitled to vote. Rest of the men and women were passive 

citizens. 

The constitution passed the right of man and citizen and the following rights were 

established as 'natural and unalienable' rights : 

(i) Right to life, 

(ii) Freedom of speech, 

(iii) Freedom of opinion, 

(iv) Equality before law 

Rights were given by birth and could not be taken away. The duty of the state was to 

protect each citizen's natural rights. 

 

Q.7. How did the peasants contribute to the outbreak of the French Revolution? 

Explain. 

Ans. The peasants constituted the majority of the Third Estate which led the revolution. 

Peasants made up about 90 per cent of the population. However, only a small number of 

them owned the land they cultivated. They had to bear the burden of taxation. The nobles 

extracted feudal dues from the peasants. 

Peasants were obliged to render services to the lord–to work in his house and fields and to 

serve in the army or to participate in building roads. The exploitation of peasantry and 

their misery led the peasants to revolt. 

They became the most vociferous section of the Third Estate which led the revolution. 

Moreover, the peasants were the worst victims of the Subsistence Crisis which occurred 

frequently in France during the Old Regime. 

 

Q.8. Explain the triangular slave trade carried on during 18th and 19th century. 

Ans:  The triangular slave trade flourished in the 18th century and 19th century as 

(i) There was a shortage of labour on the colonies in the Caribbean due to the reluctance of 

Europeans to go and work in distant, unfamiliar place. 

(ii) This problem was solved by a triangular slave trade between Europe, Africa and America. 

The slave trade began in the 17th century. 

(iii) French merchants sailed from the ports of Bordeaux or Nantes to the African coast from 

where they bought slaves from local chieftains. 

(iv) The slaves were brought to Caribbean and were sold to plantation owners. 

(v) The exploitation of slave labour made it possible to meet the growing demand in European 

markets for sugar, coffee and indigo. 



Q.9. What were the reforms introduced by Napoleon Bonaparte in France? Or Explain 

the achievements of Napoleon Bonaparte of France. Or Who was Napoleon Bonaparte? 

What reforms did he introduce in France? 

Ans:  In 1804, Napoleon Bonaparte crowned himself as the Emperor of France. 

(i) In the administrative field he had incorporated many revolutionary principles which made 

the whole system more rational and efficient. 

(ii) His Civil Code of 1804 (known as the Napoleonic code) did away all privileges based on 

birth, established equality before the law and secured the right to private property. 

(iii) He introduced a uniform system of weights and measures provided by the decimal 

system. 

(iv) Initially many believed Napoleon as a liberator who would bring freedom for the people. 

(v) Many of his reforms were exported to the regions under French control. These left a long 

lasting effect on the society.  

 

Q.10. What do you understand by the term 'Reign of Terror'? 

Ans: The period from 1793 to 1794 is referred to as the 'Reign of Terror' because during this 

time, Robespierre followed a policy of severe control and punishment. All those whom he 

regarded as being 'enemies' of the republic e.g., nobles, clergy or members of his or other 

political parties, were arrested and tried by a revolutionary tribunal. If found guilty, they were 

guillotined. More than 15000 persons were guillotined during this period. The 'Reign of 

Terror' became intolerable and people were against Robespierre and his followers. Finally, 

Robespierre was convicted and guillotined in July, 1794 and the Reign of Terror ended with 

his death. 

 

Q.11.The French Revolution popularised many symbols. Each symbol depicted some 

basic values. Mention such symbols and related values. 

Ans: (i) The Broken Chain Chain were used to fetter slaves. A broken chain symbolised 

the freedom from slavery. 

(ii) The Bundle of Rods or Fasces One rod can be easily broken, but not an entire bundle. 

It symbolises strength lies in unity. 

(iii) The Eye within a Triangle Radiating Light The all seeing eye stands for knowledge. 

The rays of the Sun will drive away the clouds of ignorance. It depicts knowledge 

removes ignorance. 

(iv) Sceptre It was a symbol of royal power. It depicted the power of autocracy.             

(v) Snake Biting its Tail to form a Ring This type of ring has neither beginning nor end. It 

is a symbol of eternity. 

(vi) Red Phrygian Cap It worn by a slave upon becoming free. It symbolises the freedom 

from  bondage or slavery. 

(vii) Blue-White Red These were the national colours of France. The use of these colours 

depicted nationalism. 

(viii) The Winged Woman Personification of  the law. It symbolised the power of law. 

(ix) The Law Tablet The law is the same for all and all are equal before if it symbolised 

equality and justice. 

 



Q.12. Who were the Jacobins? What was their contribution to the French 

Revolution? 

Ans. Political clubs had become rallying point for people who wanted to discuss 

government policies and plan their own forms of action. The most successful of these 

clubs was that of the Jacobins. They got their name from the former convent of St. Jacob 

in Paris. They belonged to the less prosperous sections of the society. They included small 

shopkeepers, artisans such as shoemakers, pastry cooks, watch-makers, printers, as well as 

servants and daily wage earners. Their leader was Maximilian Robespierre.  

 A large group among the Jacobin decided to wear long striped trousers similar to those 

worn by dock workers. This was to set themselves apart from the fashionable sections of 

society especially the nobles who wore knee breeches. It was a way of proclaiming the 

end of the power wielded by the wearers of knee breeches. These Jacobins came to be 

known as sans-culottes, literally meaning ‘those without knee breeches’. San culottes men 

wore in addition the red cap that symbolised liberty. Women, however, were not allowed 

to do so. 

In the summer of 1792, they planned an insurrection of a large number of Parisians who 

were angered by the short supplies and high prices of food. On August 10, they stormed 

the Palace of the Tuileries, massacred the king's guards and imprisoned the king. 

Elections were now held. The newly elected assembly was called the Convention. On 21st 

September, 1792 it abolished the monarchy and declared France a republic. Louis XVI 

was sentenced to death by a court on the charge of treason and executed on 21st January, 

1793. The queen also met with the same fate. 

 

Q.13.What was Guillotine? How was it used? 

Ans: Guillotine is a device consisting of two poles and a blade with which a person is 

beheaded. It was named after Dr. Guillotine who invented it. It was used by Robespierre,  

who followed a policy of 'reign of terror' of severe control and punishment. Those who 

did not agree with his methods were arrested, imprisoned and then tried by a 

revolutionary tribunal. If the court found them guilty, they were guillotined.  

 

Q.14. Describe the main features of the constitution of 1791 drafted by the National 

Assembly. 

Ans: (i) Constitutional Monarchy: The constitution made France a constitutional 

Monarchy. In this system monarch would remain monarch but all legislative powers 

would be transferred to the National Assembly 

(ii) National Assembly: It was indirectly elected. In it citizens voted for a group of 

electors, who in turn chose the assembly. Once chosen. National Assembly would keep a 

control on the country. 

(iii) Right to Vote: However, not all citizens had the right to vote, only men above 25 

years of age who paid taxes equal to at least 3 days of a labourer's wage were given the 

status of active citizens. They were only endued to vote. 

(iv) Powers of National Assembly: National Assembly had the power to make laws. It is 

voted by about 50,000 electors and constituted of 745 members. It could keep control on 

both king and the ministers. 

(v) Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizens: The constitution began with the 



Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizens. Rights such as the right to life, freedom of 

speech, freedom of opinion, equality before law, were established as natural and 

inalienable rights. 

 


