
CHAPTER-1 

INDIA-SIZE AND LOCATION 

QUESTION AND ANSWERS 

 

 

Ques.1. The sun rises two hours earlier in Arunachal Pradesh as compared to 

Gujarat in the west but the watches show the same time. How does this happen?  

Ans. From Gujarat to Arunachal Pradesh, there is a time lag of two hours, but the 

watches show the same time because the time along the Standard Meridian of India 

(82°30’ E) passing through Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh is taken as the standard time 

for the whole country. Because the same standard time for the whole country has 

been adopted, the watches show the same time in Arunachal Pradesh, Gujarat and in 

all parts of the country. 

 

Ques 2: The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is 

considered of great significance. Why? 

Ans: The central location of India at the head of the Indian Ocean is considered of 

great significance due to the following reasons: 

1. India has got a strategic advantage due to the Trans Indian Ocean routes which 

connect the countries of Europe in the West and the countries in the East Asia.  

2. It helps India to establish close contacts with Africa, West Asia, and Europe from 

the Western coast and with the Southeast and East Asia from the Eastern coast.  

3. The natural harbours and the vast coastline have benefitted India in the process of 

trade and commerce with the distant countries as well as its neighbours. 

4. It has given India a distinct climate than the rest of the Asian Continent.  
 

Ques 3. How has land routes contributed in the exchange of ideas and 

commodities since ancient times? 

Ans: The land routes have contributed in the exchange of ideas and commodities 

since ancient times. The ideas of the Upanishads and the Ramayana, the stories of 

Panchtantra, the Indian numerals and the decimal system thus could reach many 

parts of the world. The spices, muslin and other merchandise were taken from India 

to different countries. On the other hand, the influence of Greek sculpture, and the 

architectural styles of dome and minarets from West Asia can be seen in different 

parts of India. 



Q.4. Distinguish between Latitudes and Longitudes. 

Ans.4: 

 

Q.5 Why is Indian Ocean named after our country? Give three reasons. 
Ans:Indian Ocean is named after India because 

(i) India has the longest coastline on the Indian Ocean. 

(ii) India has a central location between East and West Asia. 

(iii) India's  Southernmost  extension  Deccan Peninsula protrudes into Indian Ocean 

that makes it significant to international trade done through Indian Ocean.    
 

Q.6. Why is India called a subcontinent? Name the countries which form a part 

of Indian subcontinent? 

Ans: A subcontinent is a big geographical unit that have different geographical 

features than rest of the continent. The Indian subcontinent exhibits such features in 

the continent of Asia. 

(i) It covers 2.4 per cent of the Earths total land area. It has long land frontier that is 

about 15200 km and nearly 7500 km long coastline. 

(ii)Its natural frontiers like Himalayas in North and Deccan Peninsula provides it a 

unique identity on the globe. 

(iii) Its longitudinal and latitudinal extent is 300. The Himalayas separate it from rest 

of Asia. It enjoys unique climate, natural vegetation and culture. The Indian 

subcontinent comprises of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan.    

 

Q.7.When was the Suez Canal opened? How it has benefitted India?  

Ans:The Suez Canal was opened in 1869. It has reduced the distance between India 

and Europe by 7000 km. Earlier the sea route from Europe to India was via cape of 

Good Hope which is the Southern tip of Africa. This route was very long. Thus, Suez 

Canal has reduced the distance between India and Europe.   

 

Q.8. Explain why the cities of Mumbai and Chennai are able to see the noon Sun 

exactly overhead twice a year, but Delhi never sees it exactly overhead.  

Ans:Mumbai and Chennai are South of the Tropic of Cancer (23.30' N), while Delhi 

is North of it. Due to the tilt of the axis of rotation of the Earth by 23.50, parts of the 



Earth North of the Tropic of Cancer will never have the noon Sun exactly overhead. 

Parts to its South will have the noonday Sun exactly overhead twice a year, between 

the time of the Vernal Equinox in March and the Autumnal Equinox in September.    

Q.9.What is the significance of India's central location?   

Ans: (i) India is very favourably located in relation to Eurasia, Africa and Australia. 

(ii) It occupies central position in the eastern hemisphere. 

(iii) It lies at the head of the Indian Ocean. It is the largest country with the largest 

coastline on the Indian ocean. The third largest Ocean is rightly named after India as 

the Indian Ocean. 

(iv) India's location has many economic advantages. It helped in establishing 

economic and cultural contacts with the East and the West in ancient times. 

(v) It is favourably located on the world's highway of trade and commerce, both to 

the east and the west. There are some prominent air routes and sea routes passing 

through the Indian subcontinent. 


